Abstract
INTRODUCTION
Upland cotton (Gossypium hirsutun L. r latifolium Hutch) is an economically important species for fiber and seed production in the Brazilian savanna. However, there is a lack of cotton cultivar development specifically for savanna region located in Bahia, Piauí, Maranhão, and Tocantins States, in Brazilian Northeast and North regions. The 'BRS 335' upland cotton cultivar (Gossypium hirsutum L.) (Reg. no. 27690) was developed by Empresa Brasileira de Pesquisa Agropecuária (Embrapa) and partners (Fundação Bahia and Fundo para o Desenvolvimento do Agronegócio do Algodão -FUNDEAGRO) in 2011 as part of an ongoing effort to develop new cotton strains and cultivars with improved yield potential and excellent fiber quality adapted to major growing regions in Brazil (Freire et al. 2008) .
GENETIC ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT
The cultivar BRS 335 was developed by hybridization following pedigree selection. It was originated from a tri-parental cross of cotton cultivars Deltapine 4049, CNPA ITA 96, and Delta Opal [(Deltapine 4049 x CNPA ITA 96) x Delta Opal], carried out in 2000 and 2001, respectively. Deltapine 4049 (pedigree Chaco 520 x Georgia King) has good fiber quality and earliness. CNPA ITA 96 (selection in EPAMIG 3) is a highyielding cotton cultivar with average fiber quality. Delta Opal (Deltapine 5816 x Sicala 33) is a high-yielding cotton cultivar with resistance to the main diseases occurring in Brazil. Hybrid combinations with cultivar Delta Opal are recommended for the improvement of seed cotton yield, lint yield, seed index and index of production and earliness .
'BRS 335' was derived from a single F 3:4 progeny row following single plant selections based on apparent yield potential, fiber properties, disease resistance, and overall plant conformation. The strain obtained was treated subsequently as a pure line (CNPA BA 2005-3008) 
PERFORMANCE TRAITS
'BRS 335' is a midseason maturity, picker-type upland cotton cultivar with growth habits similar to those of 'BRS 293' when grown at São Desidério, BA. Plants have trichomes on leaves and on the main stem. 'BRS 335' possesses normalshaped leaves and bracts (7 to 12 lobes), glands and nectaries. The first reproductive branch is inserted generally on the fifth node, growing with oblique angle insertion. Flowers have cream-colored petals, anthers, and pollen. Full-size green bolls are longer than their width and are broader in the middle. The bolls possess five locks with four occurring occasionally. Open bolls resist shattering but are not storm proof and are thus suitable for picker harvesting. Lint and fuzz are white in color.
Plants are of medium height, reaching 110 to 120cm, when 50 to 75g of the active ingredient of growth regulator (mepiquat chloride and chlormequat chloride) are applied.
At an altitude of 794 meters, first flower appears at about 55 to 60 days after emergence (DAE) and the first boll opens at about 110 to 120 DAE. In these environmental conditions and using harvest aid chemicals, total harvest was attained at 150 to 160 DAE.
'BRS 335' has not suitable resistance levels to the main diseases that occur in Brazil (Suassuna and Coutinho 2007) ; reflectance from 73.5 and 80.9%; yellowness (+b) from 5.6 to 8.4; short fiber index from 5.7 to 9.5 and spinning consistency index from 139 to 152. Such fiber spin character could be defined as very good (Table 2 ).
SEED MAINTENANCE AND DISTRIBUTION
'BRS 335' is registered in Ministério da Agricultura, Pecuária e Abastecimento (MAPA) under the number 27690. Foundation seed is produced by Embrapa Transferência de Tecnologia (SNT). The Fundação Bahia, working in partnership with Embrapa, is responsible for certified seed production.
